
2021 Summer Reading List – 8th Grade  

You are responsible for two summer reads, one required book and one choice book. The required book will 
be a focus in several of your classes when you return to school to make deeper connections within the first 
weeks of school. 

Required Reading: 
You must purchase and annotate the following book: Left to Tell: Discovering God Amidst the 
Rwandan Holocaust   by  Immaculée Ilibagiza (Autobiography) 
Annotate the text: Highlighting or underline important plot and character developments. Add questions you 
have about decisions characters make or if something is confusing. Write important points of understanding 
in the margins. If you do not want to write directly in the book, use sticky notes or a journal. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
For your second book, select one of the books below: 
(We will be studying Anne Frank and WWII propaganda. Therefore, books pertaining to that time period are choices to consider. These are the first 
six below. Of course, you may also choose from the others. ) 
 
Hitler Youth: Growing Up in Hitler's Shadow  by Susan Campbell Bartoletti  (Nonfiction WWII) 
Bartoletti infuses her work with the voices of both former Hitler Youth members and young people who resisted the powerful Nazi movement. These 
voices stand alongside those of Jewish youths and others who were senselessly and brutally targeted by the Third Reich. 
  
Under The Blood-Red Sun by Graham Salisbury (Historical Fiction WWII) 
Tomikazu, a Hawaiian-born boy of Japanese descent, must help his family survive when his father and grandfather are arrested after the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. 
  
The Man From The Other Side by Uri Orlev (Historical Fiction WWII) 
Living on the outskirts of the Warsaw Ghetto during World War II, 14-year-old Marek and his grandparents shelter a Jewish man in the days before 
the Jewish uprising. 
 
Between Shades of Gray  by Ruta Sepetys (Historical Fiction WWII) 
In 1941, 15-year-old Lina and her family are pulled from their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards. While fighting for her life, Lina vows to honor her 
family by burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. The plot contains graphic violence. 
  
Night  by Elie Wiesel (Nonfiction WWII) 
This book chronicles the true and terrifying story of the author and his life as a Jew under the Nazis. 
  
The Boy in the Striped Pajamas  by John Boyne (Historical Fiction WWII) 
Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to a place called “Out-With” in 1942, Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped 
pajamas who lives behind a wire fence. 
  
1984 Series: Signet Classics by George Orwell (Classic Dystopian Fiction) 
This classic portrays a terrifying vision of life in the future when a totalitarian government, considered a "Negative Utopia," watches over all citizens 
and directs all activities, becoming more powerful as time goes by. 
  
The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer (Science Dystopian Fiction) 
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire 
nestled between Mexico and the United States. 
  
The Sword of Summer  by Rick Riordan (Mythology Fiction) 
Magnus Chase, a homeless boy living in Boston, finds out he is the son of a Norse god and his birthright is a weapon that has been lost for thousands 
of years.  
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Freak the Mighty/The Mighty  by Rodman Philbrick (Realistic Fiction) 
At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled Max and his new friend Freak, whose birth defect has affected his body but not his brilliant mind, 
find that when they combine forces they make a powerful team. 
  
  
* Make sure you choose one you have not read as you will be taking A.R. tests once you return 
to school!* 
You will be doing other assignments with your choice books as well, so keep a writing journal to jot down information 
or things you enjoyed as you read. If you own this book as well, annotate directly in the book! 


