
2021 Summer Reading List – 6th Grade  

You are responsible for two summer reads, one required book and one choice book. The required book will 
be a focus in several of your classes when you return to school to make deeper connections within the first 
weeks of school. 

Required Reading: 
You must purchase and annotate the following book: Gossamer  by Lois Lowry (Fantasy 
Fiction) 
Annotate the text: Highlighting or underline important plot and character developments. Add questions you 
have about decisions characters make or if something is confusing. Write important points of understanding 
in the margins. If you do not want to write directly in the book, use sticky notes or a journal. 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

For your second book, select one of the books below: 

Pictures of Hollis Woods  by Patricia Reilly Giff (Realistic Fiction) 
A troublesome twelve-year-old orphan, staying with an elderly artist who needs her, remembers the only other time she was happy in a foster home, 
with a family that truly seemed to care about her. 
 
Wonder by R.J. Palacio (Realistic Fiction)   
Ten-year-old Auggie, born with extreme facial abnormalities, goes from being homeschooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle school, where 
he endures taunts and bullying and struggles to be seen as just another student. 
 
Fish in a Tree  by Lynda Mullaly Hunt (Realistic Fiction) 
Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out she is dyslexic and doesn't know how to read. Mr. Daniels sees the bright, creative kid underneath the 
troublemaker, and with his help, Ally learns she has nothing to be ashamed of. 
 
Kira-Kira  by Cynthia Kadohata (Realistic Fiction) 
This heart-touching story chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s and 
early 1960s, and the despair when one sister becomes terminally ill. 
  
Remember Me to Harold Square  by Paula Danziger (Realistic Fiction) 
When Frank spends the summer with Kendra and her family in their New York City apartment, a friendship develops as the two teenagers set off on a 
scavenger hunt exploring the city's museums, restaurants, and other landmarks. 
  
Four Perfect Pebbles  by Lila Perl (Nonfiction) 
The six-year ordeal of the Blumenthal family is chronicled in this memoir of Jewish life during the Holocaust from a little girl's perspective. 
  
The Cay  by Theodore Taylor (Survival Fiction) 
Blinded when his ship is torpedoed, Philip is marooned on an island with an elderly West Indian who shows him how to survive and helps him to 
acquire a new kind of vision. 
 
Hatchet  by Gary Paulsen (Survival Fiction) 
Headed for Canada to visit his father for the first time since his parents' divorce, 13-year-old Brian is the sole survivor of a plane crash, with only the 
clothes he has on and a hatchet to help him live in the wilderness. 
  
Eragon by Christopher Paolini (Fantasy Fiction) 
Fifteen-year-old Eragon believes that he is merely a poor farm boy. Soon, he discovers that nothing is further from the truth. When his destiny as a 
Dragon Rider is revealed, Eragon must flee the tyrannical king Galbatorix. 
  
Inkheart  by Cornelia Funke (Fantasy Fiction) 
Meggie's father, Mo, reads aloud from Inkheart and an evil ruler, Capricorn, escapes the boundaries of fiction and lands in the middle of their living 
room. Suddenly, Meggie is in the middle of the kind of adventure she has only read about in books. 
  

* Make sure you choose one you have not read,  
as you will be taking A.R. tests once you return to school! * 

You will be doing other assignments with your choice books as well, so keep a writing journal to jot down information 
or things you enjoyed as you read. If you own this book as well, annotate directly in the book! 

 


