
Fourth Grade Summer Reading 
 
Reading is a great way to keep your brain sharp during the summer months.  You have 
four goals for this summer.  One is to visit the Lakeland Public Library 
(https://www.lakelandgov.net/departments/library/) and explore the “Kids’ Library” 
section in person or digitally, you may even want to obtain your own library card if you 
don’t already have one.  The second goal is to simply read and the third is to read a book 
from the list below that is set in or about Florida. The directions are very simple.  Read 
each week for a minimum of 100 minutes (that’s only 20 minutes for 5 days of the week).  
You may read books, magazines, and/or comic books.   Try a different genre than you 
typically read.  Challenge yourself to read a balanced selection of non-fiction and fiction 
books!   In a notebook or on notebook paper, log what you read, the number of pages, 
and the amount of time you read.    Your reading log will be collected the first day of 
school.  Finally, all incoming fourth and fifth grade students are required to read Turtle in 
Paradise by Jennifer L. Holm (takes place in 1935 in the Florida Keys, AR Level 3.7).  
 
 
Choose at least one from this section: 
 
Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo (set in Naomi, Florida) 
 AR Level 3.9 
 
Everglades by Jan Craighead George (describes the Everglades) 
 AR Level 4.0 
 
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen (takes place in a small Florida community) 
 AR Level 5.2 
 
Manatee Blues by Laurie Haise Anderson (part of the Vet Volunteer Series) 
 AR Level 4.1 
 
Precious Bones by Mika Ashley-Hollinger (takes place in 1949 in the Everglades) 
 AR Level 5.0 
 
Strawberry Girl by Lois Lenski (takes place in “backwoods” Florida) 
 AR Level 4.8 
 
The Missing Gator of Gumbo Limbo: An Ecological Mystery by Jean Craighead George 
(takes place in the Everglades) 
 AR Level 4.6 
 
 
** We are aware that some of the books listed above may have a movie or video version 
available.  However, these versions are often not detailed enough to successfully 
complete an A.R. test.   Please be sure to completely read your book so you are prepared 
for an A.R. test upon your return to school in August.       
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